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Meta-analytical studies have shown low correlations between  implicit and explicit measures of the same personality 
constructs. One of the first theoretical models which attempted to explain this phenomena for attitudes is the MODE 
model (Fazio, 1990). The MODE model states that individuals will distort their explicit evaluation if they have motives and 
opportunities to do it. 

The objective of the present study is to test this assumption. 

Methods

Participants: students, two independent samples (N1 = 235, N2 = 123)

Measures:

- Explicit measures. Marlowe-Crowne (MC), IPIP-50 and NEO-FFI;

- Implicit measures. Both samples: IAT, SMP. Sample 2: GNAT ;

Data analysis

- all data was centered around the mean

- we investigated correlations between the explicit measure and the cross-product of the implicit measure and the MC;

- A significant correlation indicates that MC moderates the relationship between the implicit and the explicit 
measure;

IPIP NEO-FFI
Conscientiousness

SMP * MC -0.014 0.006
IAT *MC 0.099 .135*

Agreeableness
SMP * MC -0.075 -0.082

IAT *MC 0.077 0.033
Neuroticism

SMP * MC -0.028 0.085
IAT *MC 0.111 -0.038

N1 = 235

IPIP NEO-FFI
Conscientiousness

SMP*MC -0.131 -.207*
IAT*MC 0.02 0.123

GNAT*MC 0.08 .186*
Extraversion

SMP*MC 0.031 0.033
IAT*MC -.188* -0.126

GNAT*MC -.210* -0.007
N2 = 123
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Conclusions
• Correlation between implicit and explicit is stronger for 
participants with low social desirability, for extraversion (as 
measured by IPIP and IAT / GNAT), and conscientiousness (as 
measured by NEO-FFI and SMP)
• Unexpected results are revealed for Conscientiousness as 
measured by NEO-FFI and IAT(sample1) / GNAT (sample 2): for high 
levels of social desirability, the correlation between implicit and 
explicit is stronger

• Under the same opportunity conditions, the intrinsic motivation 
to present oneself in a positive manner seems to moderate the 
relationship between implicit and explicit measures of 
personality, but the results are measurement dependent.
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